
Bryanston Gate Community Association - Minutes 
October 4, 2016          7:00 pm                                               Carolark Canine Learning Centre 
 
Meeting called by Bryanston Gate Community Interim Executive 

 
Attendees 21 residents (including the Interim Executive) 

Shad Qadri and Georgie Gosham-Hamer (City Councillor and Assistant) 
Alison Lynch, BGCA Advisor 

Type of meeting Annual General Meeting - ratification of the Constitution, election of Executive 
Committee 

Facilitator Dorothy Williamson, Carol Lenz, Alison Lynch 
 

Secretary Shelley Lynch 
 
Meeting Outline -  

 Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 Everyone was welcomed by Dorothy Williamson (Interim President) and the agenda for the 

evening was presented. 
 Agenda items: 

Welcome 
Purpose 
What a Community Association does 
Membership enrollment/fees - where are they used 
Constitution - introduce 
Roles and responsibilities of the Executive Committee - election or acclamation 
General questions 
Pumpkin Social - update 
Next steps 
Sponsors 
Identify priorities and concerns 
 
What a Community Association does 
Dorothy  described the goal of the BGCA - aim to build a strong community, through forums, social 
events, and formal communications 
 
In addition, the BGCA  aims to inform the community of events and issues at the municipal level 
that may impact our neighbourhood; respond to and advise the City on traffic and parking issues 
affecting our neighbourhood;  review and comment on neighbourhood planning initiatives and 
development applications; organize social activities such as the upcoming Pumpkin Social, 
neighbourhood garage sale, movie night in the park etc.... 
 
Membership is important 
Dorothy informed the attendees that the BGCA has no sources of funding, other than membership 
fees and sponsorships.  All executive members are volunteers.  With a large membership base, the 
BGCA can have a greater influence when we speak to our city councillor, developers, and other 
decision-making bodies. 
 
All household memberships will allow any person over the age of 18 in that home to vote at BGCA 
meetings.  Annual memberships cover the period from May to May; however, due to our start up 



this year, 2016 memberships will extend to May 2018.  There will not be another membership 
drive this coming May. 
 
Where are membership fees used? 
Any money collected goes toward operational costs, such as printing flyers and making signs, as 
well as modest costs associated with hosting public meetings and social activities at Bryanston 
Gate Park. 
 
The Constitution 
Dorothy indicated that all Community Associations have a constitution.  The constitution explains 
roles, guidelines, and rules of the CA.  Copies were made available at the meeting; however, 
residents are encouraged to review the constitution which is available for viewing on the 
Bryanston Gate Community Neighbours Facebook page.  Once the BGCA website is up and running, 
it will also be posted there. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities of the Executive Committee 
Dorothy presented the roles and responsibilities of each member of the Executive Committee. 
 
President - convene and chair all meetings of the BGCA and shall supervise the general work and 
ensure the smooth operation of the BGCA.  He/She will also appoint persons to sub-committees as 
may be established by the Executive Committee, and may chair any sub-committee as appropriate. 
This role is currently being filled by Dorothy Williamson. 
 
Vice President - in the absence of the President, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the 
President, shall be responsible for the coordination of work by the BGCA and may chair any sub-
committee, as appropriate.  This role is currently being filled by Carol Lenz. 
 
Secretary - shall prepare any BGCA correspondence, meeting agenda and minutes, and retain 
official records of the BGCA.  This role is currently being filled by Shelley Lynch. 
 
Treasurer - shall maintain the financial records of the BGCA; will receive and disburse on behalf of 
and with the approval of the Executive Committee, all funds of the BGCA.  The treasurer shall also 
keep an accurate schedule of all transactions; shall present an annual year-end financial statement 
to the membership at the AGM and shall provide interim financial reports to the Executive 
Committee, whenever so requested.  On leaving office, the Treasurer shall transfer the accounts 
and signing authority to his or her successor prior to the next meeting of the Executive Committee. 
This role is currently being filled by Daniel Cayouette 
 
Officer (Board Member at large) - shall be responsible for the affairs of the BGCA, as required, 
between meetings of the Executive Committee; shall report decisions made and actions taken to 
the Executive Committee.  The Officer roles are currently being filled by George Richardson, Greg 
Williamson, and Dave Lynch. 
 
Carol Lenz, BGCA Vice President, described the process of electing the Executive Committee and 
formalizing the leadership of the Community Association.   
 
Each person currently filling the Interim Executive roles introduced themselves, and described 
their experience and reasons for pursuing a leadership role with the BGCA.  Carol asked if anyone 
else was interested in taking one of the 8 Executive Committee positions.   
 



Matthew Naylor, a Candow Crescent resident, introduced himself and put his name forward for an 
Officer (Board Member at large) position.  His background in public policy was highlighted as 
being of great use to the BGCA. 
 
Jacinta Cillis-Asquith, an Alon Street resident, inquired about the time commitment required to be 
an Executive Member.  After a brief discussion about the time requirement, Jacinta decided that 
she will not put her name forward for a formal position; but, will attend monthly Executive 
Committee meetings as an interested resident when she is able to.  Jacinta explained that she has a 
background in website design, as well as communications. 
 
No formal election was needed, as the 8 Executive Committee positions were not contested.  The 
2016-2017 BGCA Executive is: 
President - Dorothy Williamson 
Vice President - Carol Lenz 
Secretary - Shelley Lynch 
Treasurer - Daniel Cayouette 
Officers - Greg Williamson, George Richardson, Dave Lynch, Matthew Naylor 
 
Matthew Naylor indicated the constitutional requirement for the membership to ratify the BGCA 
Constitution.  Carol Lenz, VP, asked residents for any input, comments or questions about the 
Constitution.  Carol then asked that the Constitution be voted on, as it is. 
Motion was put forward by Gen Poitras Nielson, and seconded by Ellis Hein.  Motion passed, and 
the BGCA Constitution has been formally adopted. 
 
Pumpkin Social - Update 
Alison Lynch updated the attendees with details and organization of the upcoming Pumpkin Social 
being held on Saturday, October 15 (1:00 - 3:00 pm) at Bryanston Gate Park.  The rain date is 
Sunday, October 16 - same time. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to attend and enjoy the free BBQ, prizes, face painting, and games.  Ottawa 
Fire and Police Services, Ottawa Hydro, Ottawa 2017 will also have displays.  We have many 
sponsors and local businesses who have contributed gift certificates and prizes for raffles.  Alison 
stressed that this event is a wonderful opportunity to meet your neighbours and socialize. 
 
Some of the local businesses who have donated prizing include:  CocoMutts, Kodiak Snow 
Removal, Ottawa Fury, The Glen Restaurant, Karters Korners, Ottawa Geek Market, Massage 
Addict, Pakenham Ski Hill, Ottawa Geek Market.  
 
Sponsorship money for start-up costs, as well as supplies for the Pumpkin Social, has been 
received from:  Sheila McLuskey (Re/Max agent), Frank Napolitano (Ottawa Mortgage Brokers), 
Wigney Homes, Bradley's Insurance, Stacey Young (Ottawa Geek Market). 
 
Treasurer - Financial Update 
Daniel Cayouette, Treasurer, gave a brief presentation on the financial status of the BGCA.  With 
the 36 paid memberships ($360) and sponsorship money received to date, the BGCA has a bank 
account balance of $1860.00. 
 
Two new households signed up to become members of the BGCA at the AGM.  This is an additional 
$20.00. 
 
 



 
 
 
Next Steps  
Dorothy Williamson informed the group that Greg Williamson is currently working on the BGCA 
website; however, anyone with expertise in this area is greatly encouraged to step forward. 
 
The BGCA constitution will be uploaded to the Bryanston Gate Community Neighbours Facebook 
group, and the website once it is active. 
 
Executive Committee/Board meetings will be held monthly.  Residents are welcome to attend 
these meetings; however, the Executive Committee asks that you provide 48 hours notice (in 
writing) to ensure that we have adequate space to accommodate everyone.  As it stands now, 
these meetings have been taking place in our homes.  Residents may contact Dorothy Williamson, 
President - via the FB page, or by email:  bryanstongatecommunity@gmail.com 
 
Dates of the monthly Executive Committee/Board meetings will be posted on the FB group page. 
 
Action Items  
Greg Williamson Continue to work on the BGCA website 

 
Jacinta Cillis-Asquith Help Greg Williamson set up the BGCA website 

 
Executive Committee 
members 

Continue the BGCA membership drive to the surrounding streets - 
Hartin Drive, Loreka Court, Johnwoods Street, and Joseph Circle 
 
Establish a date for the next round of BGCA membership door-to-
door visits 
Create a route for canvassers; prepare all paperwork 
 
 
Meet to finalize plans for the Pumpkin Social  
 

Dorothy Williamson Upload BGCA constitution to the Bryanston Gate Community 
Neighbours Facebook page and the website, once it is active. 
 
Post dates of upcoming Executive Committee/Board meetings on 
the Facebook page 
 
Consolidate all resident concerns about the state of Bryanston Gate 
Park into one email - to Shad Qadri, City Councillor 
 
Sign the BGCA up for all City correspondence/updates that might 
affect our neighbourhood - Planning and Development updates 
 
Invite Melissa Conway - Liason from the City's Planning Department 
to attend an upcoming BGCA meeting; to educate residents about 
the planning process 

 
 
 



Sponsorships 
Dorothy Williamson, President of BGCA, outlined the benefits of sponsorships - help us with 
simple things, such as printing flyers and creating signs that keep the community informed.  
Sponsorships also help defray the costs of hosting public events. 
 
Sponsorships can be annual, one-time, or on an event-by-event basis.  This provides an 
opportunity for local business to sponsor events they feel are relevant to them. 
 
Current BGCA sponsors include: 
Bradley's Insurance - $500 
Ottawa Mortgage Brokers (Frank Napolitano) - $250 
Sheila McLuskey (Re/Max Affiliates Realty Ltd) - $250 
Wigney Homes - $100 
Shad Qadri - City Councillor - $250 
Stacey Young  (Ottawa Geek Market) - $150 
 
Neighbourhood Priorities and Concerns - Open Forum Discussion 
 
Alison Lynch and Dorothy Williamson led a discussion where residents had the opportunity to put 
forth their neighbourhood concerns and issues.  All ideas were recorded on chart paper, and will 
be pursued in coming months. 
 
Councillor Qadri was invited to address the residents and speak about some of the issues that 
were raised.  He welcomed everyone, and expressed his support for the newly-formed Bryanston 
Gate Community Association.  "Numbers have strong voices."  Through his office budget, 
Councillor Qadri has donated $250.00 to the start-up costs of the BGCA.  He will report back at the 
next meeting on issues raised this evening. 
 
Issue/Concern (in no 
particular order)  

Notes Shad Qadri (City 
Councillor) comments 

Speeding on Alon Street 
 

- an ongoing issue, despite the traffic 
calming measures recently put in place 
 

 

Stop sign at Alon 
Street/Johnwoods Street 

- cars regularly ignore this stop sign and 
"blow through" the intersection 
- with increased pedestrian traffic 
between Fairwinds and Bryanston Gate 
communities, this is becoming 
increasingly unsafe 
 

 

Condition of Bryanston 
Gate Park 

- Gen Poitras Nielson indicated that she 
had contacted our City Councillor (Shad 
Qadri) and recently toured the park with 
him 
- poorly maintained play structure - 
especially the swings and tunnel.  Gen 
Poitras Nielson stressed that she does 
not want the swing removed, but rather 
wants it fixed and maintained to 
appropriate safety standards 
 

- concerned about the 
delay in improvements 
to the park 
- requested staff advise 
how it can no longer be 
on the list for this term 
of Council 

The City follows the 
following criteria when 
determining play 



- additional trees are needed to provide 
shade 
 
- increased volume of people using the 
park and structure - from Fairwinds and 
Jackson Trails.  This needs to be 
recognized when fundraising - it is not 
just our neighbourhood using the park 
and its facilities. 

- life cycle of the park has been pushed 
back from 2014 to 2016, and now it is 
not on the City's replacement list during 
the term of this Council (2014-2018)  

- Greg Williamson suggested that all 
concerns and issues regarding the state 
of Bryanston Gate Park be consolidated 
into one detailed email, instead of 
sending multiple emails to the City and 
our Councillor 

 

- Sheila McLuskey also added that Boy 
Scouts have a tree-planting program that 
we can access by contacting them 

structure renewal: 
Safety Risk, 
Prioritization Ranking 
(taking into 
consideration End of Life 
and the condition of the 
Play structure) and 
Annual Fund Availability 

 
- has asked the City 
Parks department  to 
review the file/video, 
and he will report back 
to BGCA 
 

- trees that were 
removed from the park 
were diseased; will 
follow up with the City's 
Forestry Department 

 

Future development - Alon 
Street (North end) and 
Maple Grove Road 

- concern was expressed about future 
plans for this intersection, and the 
resulting traffic implications 
 
 
- concrete barriers/garbage at the end of 
Maple Grove Road - unsightly 
 
 
 

- environmental 
assessment has not been 
done yet 
 
- land north of Maple 
Grove Road is privately 
owned (3 property 
owners) 
 
- Maple Grove to Main 
Street extension - still in 
discussion with City and 
developers 
 
- encouraged BGCA to 
sign up for Planning and 
Development updates, as 
well as all 
communcation,  from the 
City; indicated that the 
City has a liaison from 
the Planning Department 
who could attend 



upcoming meetings to 
educate and inform 
residents about the 
planning process 
 
- encouraged residents 
and Executive to sign up 
for his Friday newsletter 
- local events, news, and 
updates  
 

Vandalism/Increased 
inappropriate behaviour - 
Friday nights 

- residents on the north end of Alon 
Street expressed a concern about the 
increased incidents of "partying" on 
Friday nights 
- groups of young people gather at the 
Bryanston Gate Park, then roam down 
Alon Street often bothering residents 
with nuisance pranks and calls 
- increasingly, residents are feeling 
unsafe and wary in their own 
neighbourhood 
 
- the importance of documenting 
incidents (date, time, place, other 
details) as well as contacting police was 
discussed 
 

 

Johnwoods Street - Linear 
Park 

- with the increased incidents of 
vandalism and inappropriate late-night 
behaviour on Alon Street (where there 
are street lights, and homeowners 
present), concern was expressed about 
what will happen at the unlit, 
unsupervised Johnwoods Linear Park. 
 
- suggestions that this will become a 
place where residents will not want to 
go due to safety concerns 
- potential crime/vandalism location 
 
 

 

Sidewalks  - Hartin Street 
to Alon Street, and the new 
linear park 

- for increased pedestrian safety, 
sidewalks need to be installed along 
Hartin Street to the Johnwoods linear 
park. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OC Transpo buses - on Alon 
Street? 

- concern was expressed about the 
recent situation of 4 OC Transpo buses 
travelling along Alon Street 
- This is not a regular route, so questions 
were asked about why this was 
happening 

- will inquire with OC 
Transpo why buses were 
travelling this route 
 
- was it due to 
construction on Maple 
Grove, driver did not 
know the route? 
 
- will report back 

 
 
Gen Poitras Nielsen ended the evening by thanking the Executive Committee for their efforts in 
organizing a community association. 
 
Kelly Beetham was the winner of the door prize raffle. 
 
Upcoming Events 
BGCA Pumpkin Social Saturday, October 15 

1:00 - 3:00 pm 
Raindate:   
Sunday, October 16 
Same time 

Bryanston Gate Park 

November BGCA Executive 
Meeting 

To be determined To be determined 

 
Meeting adjourned:  8:10 pm 


